WATERMAN AGRICULTURAL AND
NATURAL RESOURCES LABORATORY

Waterman is located less than a mile from Ohio
State’s Columbus campus. A 261-acre working
farm and living laboratory, Waterman:

« encompasses a dairy farm with a 100-cow
milking herd, 90 acres of research plots
and demonstration gardens, a woodlot, and
turfgrass research plots.

. features teaching, research, and outreach
opportunities in agricultural systems
management, apiculture, crop science,
ecological engineering, entomology, floriculture,
food sciences, forestry, horticultural and
agronomic production, sustainable agriculture,
and wetlands.

« is the future site of the Franklin County office
of Ohio State University Extension, a new
greenhouse, and a new multispecies animal
facility.

HISTORY OF WATERMAN

Waterman Agricultural and Natural Resources
Laboratory was originally owned by Joseph
Waterman, a prominent pioneer and agricultural
figure in Franklin County, Ohio. Joseph’s widow,
Anna, titled the property to Ohio State in 1923.
At that time, the land held several barns, a corn
crib, and the original Waterman home, which was
located in the area currently occupied by the
Rothenbuhler Honey Bee Research Laboratory.
Since that original transfer, four smaller parcels
have been added to the site.
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OHIO TURFGRASS FOUNDATION RESEARCH AND EDUCATION FACILITY

The Ohio Turfgrass Foundation Research and Education Facility was built by the Ohio Turfgrass Foundation
(OTF) at Waterman. The facility is the hub of diverse education, research, and outreach programs in turfgrass
science. It is used by The Ohio State University’s Turfgrass Science Team, which focuses on the management
of turfgrass on golf courses, athletic fields, and home lawns. The 23-arce facility is primarily used by faculty to
conduct field experiments, host university classes, and host educational and scientific field days.

The OTF Research and Education Facility:

« provides an opportunity for hands-on learning
for students pursuing careers in turfgrass
management.

- provides field and laboratory experiences
for Ohio State courses in plant pathology,
horticulture and crop science, entomology, and
natural resources.

- includes coursework in integrated turf
health management, ecology of managed
ecosystems, principles of turfgrass selection and
management, turfgrass management for golf
course managers, sports turf management, and
plant disease diagnostics.

Research at the OTF Research and Education
Facility encompasses multiple disciplines
including agronomy, plant pathology, entomology,
and natural resources. During a typical growing
season, more than 50 experiments are conducted
at the facility by faculty and graduate and
undergraduate students.

Experiments focus on pesticide efficacy and
phytotoxicity, integrated pest management,
cultivar evaluation, water use and conservation,
turfgrass disease management, fertilizer programs
and sources, sustainable and low-input turfgrass
management, advanced cultural practices, natural
and hybrid athletic fields, natural and biological

OTF/Ohio State Turfgrass Research Field Day.

pest control, genetically engineered species
evaluation, and weed ecology and control.

The facility hosts multiple educational field days
annually. Hundreds of turfgrass professionals learn
about the latest trends in industry practices during
the OTF/Ohio State Turfgrass Research Field Day
and the Ohio Lawn Care Association Summer
Workshop. The facility also hosts tours for local
FFA and career centers, and is used by local and
regional equipment manufacturers as a site for
product demonstrations.

Turfgrass student maintaining the plots.

Researchers collecting insect counts.



